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% Original: English

Seventy-fifth session
Fourth Committee

Uses of outer space

Sponsors: Belgium, Canada, China, Greece, Japan, Luxembourg, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, United
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

The General Assembly,

Recalling its Treaty on principles governing the activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, and in particular its article I stating that the exploration
and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, shall be carried out for the benefit and in
the interests of all countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or scientific development, and shall be the
province of mankind,

Recalling its resolution 51/122 of 13 December 1996 Declaration on International Cooperation in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space for the Benefit and in the Interest of All States, Taking into Particular
Account the Needs of Developing Countries, which states in its fifth operative paragraph the goals that such
international cooperation should aim at,

Underscoring the fact that the declaration does not exclude further consideration of novel forms and
principles promoting such international cooperation, but rather encourages it,

Emphasizing the need for a coexistence for both rule of law and enabling environment for new
participants in space activity,

Noting with satisfaction the benefits that peaceful uses of outer space has provided with, in various
fields of welfare and development on earth,

Believing that such benefits shall be shared with all peoples as much as possible,

Having considered the various costly demands on developing States to initiate and enhance space use,
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Noting with appreciation existing multi-national space agencies’ practices on ensuring an enabling
environment for all participants of different levels of scientific and economic development through mechanisms
of optional participation and commitment,

Recalling further its resolution 41/65 of 3 December 1986 Principles Relating to Remote Sensing of
the Earth from Outer Space, and in particular its Principle XI,

Convinced of the existence of information crucial for the sustainability of all humankind and its
environment, a certain region, a particular state, or a particular people, other than that concerning natural disasters,
and the need for a more cooperative environment ensuring such sustainability,

Convinced of the value and significance of international cooperation in space use for the benefit of all,
and its need for a comprehensive international dialogue striving for novel and more effective forms and principles
for international cooperation in space use, considering present circumstances,

Noting with satisfaction the benefits that past and present exploration and use of outer space has been
providing with all countries, through irrespective of their degree of economic or scientific development,

Convinced of the significance and value of human exploration and exploitation of space resources as a
gateway for humankind to go beyond current boundaries of sustainable human existence, providing unity across
humankind through peaceful but challenging goals, insights into sustainable development on earth, and better
knowledge of our surroundings in outer space;

Commending the work by the Hague International Space Resources Governance Working Group, and
especially its adoption of its recent Building Blocks for the Development of an International Framework on Space
Resource Activities, and its publishment of a Commentary to the Building Blocks,

Taking into account the fact that the extraction and use of resources in outer space have only recently
started becoming a practicable activity, and that it is unpredictable in its nature, therefore demanding acquisition
of experience and adaptive governance,

Recalling the Position Paper on Space Resource Mining of 20 December 2015, adopted by the
International Institute of Space Law, concluding that there is an absence of a clear prohibition of the taking of
resources in the Outer Space Treaty,

Emphasizing the value of pioneer space exploration programs setting precedents and making paths for
ensuing programs that will develop upon such experience, and the importance of inclusiveness and openness of
such pioneering programs toward new cooperating entities, especially those of developing States still in its
infancy in pursuing space capabilities,

Recalling also article 111 of the Outer Space Treaty stating that States Parties to the Treaty shall carry
on activities in the exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, in
accordance with international law,

Noting with appreciation Member States’ providing of domestic legal frameworks working as
authorization and supervision mechanisms to ensure consistency with the States’ international obligations,

Believing that such ambitious domestic legislation and experience in its implementation provides an
effective and reliable basis for forming an international legal framework on space resource activities,

-23-



Fully aware of the recent progressions in space technology and capabilities, making space resource
activities much more feasible in the near future,

Fully aware also of the urgent need for legal certainty and predictability for anticipated participants to
space resource activities in order to make way for further commitment toward research and development to
achieve such activities,

Emphasizing that the successful implementation of adaptive governance in authorization and
supervision of space resource activities requires the authorization to be invalid after a certain period of time,

Underlining the need for a globally agreed upon legal criteria on State legislations to maintain order of
law in space resource activities, ultimately setting out a certain standard of conduct in space resource activities,

Emphasizing also that the successful implementation of adaptive governance requires a system of
reviewal and revision both at the domestic level and the international level,

Affirming the importance of achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out to be
achieved by 2030,

Believing that a sustainable nature of space use and the contribution to sustainable development through
space use will be for the benefit of all peoples irrespective of the degree of their economic or scientific
development,

Believing also that all Member States must hold responsibility to promptly share specific crucial
information for all States that are in urgent need,

Aware of the needs specific to developing States which do not yet have certain space capabilities which
ensure commonplace services for developed States,

Believing also that such needs shall be met through the active engagement of States with robust Space
capabilities in the sharing and providing of necessary information on reasonable terms,

Believing further that such developing states have the potential capability to contribute to sustainable
space use and sustainable development through space use in the future, and that those potential capabilities must
be realized through contributions in various forms of capacity-building measures by states with robust space
capabilities,

Believing further that women, men and other genders must be treated equally,

Praising for the improvement in people's quality of life through full employment and decent work,

Believing that we need to raise awareness of the benefits of such space use to maintain a sustainable
and peaceful use of space in the future,

Convinced of the need for a sustainable nature in the uses of outer space,
Recalling the Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space,

Recognizing the need for countries to work together to understand the space situation in order to reduce
space debris,

Recalling appreciation Inter-agency Space Debris Coordination Committee (IADC) Space Debris
Mitigation Guidelines and Report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) A/62/20,
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Recognizing that mitigating space debris emissions require robust technological and financial
capabilities, therefore may be difficult for developing States which are yet to achieve such capabilities, to self-
sufficiently follow such guidelines,

Recognizing that the sustainability of space with the removal of space debris will benefit all nations,
Recognizing that the removal of space debris requires a great deal of effort and cost,

Understanding the need for funding for the removal of space debris, taking into account the
circumstances of each country,

Regretting that the anti-satellite weapon (ASAT) experiment, a deliberate act, has produced a large
amount of space debris that is an obstacle to space exploration,

Regretting that the ASAT experiment will take place,

Recognizing that operators as well as the government have a critical role to play in space debris
reduction and removal,

Recognizing the urgent need to further improve our technical capabilities in space debris removal, we
have been working on the following projects,

Confirming that the principle of competition is necessary to improve space debris removal technology,

Recognizing that a responsible international framework is needed to ensure the removal of space debris,

1. Recommends all Member States to further consider and promote novel forms and principles of
international cooperation in the exploration and use of outer space for the benefit and in the interest of
all states, taking into particular account the needs of developing countries, especially, the utilization of
present space infrastructure as a gateway into space exploration and use for developing countries;

2. Calls upon all Member States and intergovernmental organizations with established space programs and
relevant experience to provide with other Member States and intergovernmental organizations capacity-
building measures on the domestic and internal space activity legislation, on a mutually agreeable basis;

3. Agrees that Member States, especially developed states with robust space capabilities shall provide
developing states which do not have such capabilities, with enabling circumstances to benefit from basic
satellite services commonplace to developed states, contributing to national welfare and development;

4. Requests that Member States, especially developed states with robust space capabilities provide
developing States which do not have such capabilities, considering the specific needs and requests of
the developing States, a comprehensive form of international support including multiple methods such
as educational and human resource development support, capacity building, and provision of related
equipment and services, to enhance and foster such capabilities within the developing States, on a
mutually agreeable basis;

5. Recommends all Member States to provide within their internationally coordinated space programs a
mechanism of optional participation and commitment, in order to provide more open opportunities for
new participants and participants with fewer space capabilities;

6. Agrees that Member States participating in remote sensing activities that have identified processed data
and analyzed information in their possession that may be crucial for the sustainability of all humankind
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and its environment, a certain region, a particular state, or a particular people, shall take responsible
actions, by transmitting such data and information to States concerned as promptly as possible, and to
execute such transmissions free of all immediate costs by the receiving end of such data and
information;

7. Calls upon Member States to form a permanent international working group open to all Member States
and other interested parties, on international cooperation in space use for the benefit of all, to accelerate
dialogue and international commitment towards various aspects of further international cooperation in
space use and the dissemination of benefits acquired through space use, through:

a) Identifying the needs held by developing States, through gathering of requests from developing
States and comprehensive dialogue on the types of needs held by developing States;

b) Collecting information on current international cooperation and support practices in space use;

¢) Identification and analyzation of best practices of such international cooperation and support;

d) Proposing a global standard of international cooperation and support practices and principles;

e) Recommendations towards specific States and participants to endorse such global standards;

f)  Consideration of novel future mechanisms and principles of international cooperation in space use;

8. Affirms the significance and value of human exploration and exploitation of space resources which ushers
a new era of human space exploration aiming at a sustained and ultimately self-sufficient human
presence beyond Earth, which will contribute to humankind’s understanding of our own surroundings,
providing valuable insights into sustainable development on earth, and a stronger unity of all humankind
through the sharing of challenging and peaceful goals, thus ultimately contributing to all humankind;

9. Recognizes the need to create an enabling environment for such space resource activities stated in the
introduction of the Building Blocks adopted by the Hague Working Group;

10. Emphasizes the necessity of a global application of the principle of adaptive governance in coordination
of space resource activities, by incrementally addressing novel space resource activities and relative
initially unexpected issues that may emerge from such activities, at the appropriate time;

11.Calls upon all Member States which plan to take part in programs on activities related to sustainable
human presence beyond Earth in the near future aim to do so in an inclusive fashion open to developing
States, once sufficient experience has been obtained and is sharable;

12. Reiterates that space resource activities must be consistent with existing international law;

13. Endorses Member States’ existing and future domestic legislations for ensuring the State’s responsibility
over national space resource activities, whether such activities are carried out by governmental agencies
or non-governmental entities, and for ensuring that such activities are carried out in conformity with
applicable law including the State’s international obligations, notably the obligations under the Outer
Space Treaty, through authorization and supervision mechanisms;
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14. Calls upon all Member States which plan to take part in space resource activities to establish domestic
frameworks of States that will function as an authorization and supervision mechanism over its national
space resource activities, regardless of whether such activities are carried out by governmental agencies
or not, in order to ensure its accordance with applicable law including the State’s international
obligations, notably the obligations under the Outer Space Treaty;

15. Agrees that rights to extraction and possession of space resources must be legitimized by the appropriate
State holding responsibility for its activities under article VI of the Outer Space Treaty, which will set
a legal and comprehensive framework of authorization and supervision, and that such authorization and
supervision shall be carried out in accordance with an internationally agreed upon criteria;

16. Agrees that the authorization of such extraction and possession rights shall only be lasting as legitimate
for a certain period of time, although additional authorization for another period can be made, which
will be agreed upon internationally, in order to provide for the effective implementation of adaptive
governance, especially in an event of emendation to the international criteria described above in
operative paragraph 15 of this resolution;

17.Calls upon all interested Member States to reach an initial agreement on the international criteria that
domestic authorization and supervision legal frameworks must be established upon, including but not
limited to criteria related to the following:

a) The maximum length of a single term of State authorization on space resource rights to extraction
and possession;

b) Prevention of disputes arising out of space resource activities;

¢) Promoting and securing the orderly and safe utilization of space resources;

d) Ensuring the sustainability of space resource activities;

e) Provision of legal certainty and predictability for operators;

f)  Ensuring of an enabling environment for commercial uses of space resources;
g) Taking into particular account the needs of developing countries;

h) Taking into particular account scientific and historical outer space heritage sites of extraordinary
international scientific or historical value and the need for preservation of such sites;

i)  Taking into particular account of extraterrestrial forms of life;

18.Calls upon all Members to establish a permanent working group reviewing and revising the legal
framework of space resource activities set in this resolution both at an international and domestic level,
which will:

a) Review domestic legislation by States, and their conformity with the established international
criteria;

b) Review the internationally agreed upon criteria, and make amendments to the criteria if found
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necessary, on the basis of adaptive governance;

19. Encourages all Member States to engage in space use that will contribute to the realization of the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), such as certain forms of remote sensing, space-based power
generation, certain infrastructure development and space medicine;

20. Calls upon all parties to take considerable measures to ensure that the benefits derived from space do not

become a privilege only for a certain sector of its citizens, but rather for nationwide well-being of its
citizens;

21. Calls upon that all Member States hold the responsibility to promptly share crucial information free of all

22.

23.

charges for the receiving end of the information, which suggest threats to the sustainability of a particular
people, State, region or the globe or otherwise require utmost attention, obtained through remote sensing
and other means from outer space once obtained, inter alia:

a) Information on climate change;

b) Information on natural disasters;

¢) Information on other forms of serious threats to human life;

d) Information on threats to maritime security;

e) Information on threats to the space orbital environment for satellites;

Requests all Member States, especially States with robust space capabilities to actively share the
following information obtained through satellite operations and other means from outer space with
developing States which have not yet established the capacity to do so independently, on reasonable
terms:

a) Information on the topographical status of the developing State and the surrounding region;
b) Information on the meteorological status of the developing State and the surrounding region;
¢) Information on the agricultural status of the developing State and the surrounding region;

d) Information on commonplace space technology;

e) Satellite information infrastructure, including satellite communications, broadcasting, satellite
navigation and positioning infrastructure;

Encourages every Member States to use Al and remote sensing technology, inter alia:
a) By the use of remote sensing technology, grasp the farmland distribution on poverty areas;

b) By the use of Al, specify the farmlands that should be damaged by drought;
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Encourages all Member States, especially States with robust space capabilities, to assist developing
States to achieve future self-sufficiency in the obtainment of such information described in operative
paragraphs 21 and 22 of this resolution, by assisting developing countries in the development of space-
related technologies and personnel, and by cooperating with developing States on space projects and
space-related education;

Calls upon all parties to ensure that not only men, but also women and other gendered persons are
equally treated in qualification, education and promotion to become astronauts, engineers and other
space-related personnel;

Requests all Member States to take necessary measures to provide for full employment and decent work
in all industries involved in space activities and space industries;

Calls upon all Member States to promote public awareness, through education and other means, of the
benefits of space exploration and space use, for the sustainable development of all humankind;

Requests Member States to promote and support research and development of sustainable space
technologies, processes, services, and other initiatives, including debris reduction and removal
technologies, for the sustainable use of space, including celestial bodies;

Encourages Member States to develop and adopt procedures to promote the collection and effective
dissemination of information to enhance the long-term sustainability of space activities;

Encourages Member States to provide registration information as soon as possible to assist in the
identification of space objects;

Requests Member States to collect, share, and disseminate space debris monitoring information;

Requests all Member States to aim to meet the IADC/COPUOS space debris mitigation guidelines when
creating space objects in order to mitigate possible space debris emission from that space object;

Requests all Member States, especially States with robust space capabilities, to provide an enabling
environment to conduct space debris reduction which require robust scientific and financial capabilities,
especially for developing States, by providing capacity building and related technological support;

Decides that active debris removal will be conducted by the combined efforts and contributions of all
Member States, in the forms of :

a) Monetary contributions by individual Member States funding active debris removal operations
conducted in the manner below described in operative subparagraph 34 b), which will be
determined through, the utmost emphasized consideration on the factors described in operative
subparagraph i of this subparagraph, and the modest and equally valued considerations of the
following factors:

1) The status of space debris emissions from now on made by the State through the
intentional destruction of objects in orbit including anti-satellite experimentation;

1) The status of space debris emissions made by the State through other means;
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1i1) The economic capability of the State;

1v) The status of space use of and within the State, including the use of services from satellites
which are not operated by the State;

V) The status of compliance with IADC Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines and Report of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space A/62/20;

vi) The status of public awareness on the issue of space debris in each country;
b) Active debris removal operations which will be conducted in the following manner:

1) Determination of target debris through international decision-making processes, including
both projects suggested by the international community as well as individual States;

i1) Determination of the operating body of the active debris removal operation through
international decision-making processes including requests by the potential operating body;

iii)Determination of the payment made to the operating body determined as in operative
subparagraph 34 b) ii), which conducts the active debris removal operation, through
international decision-making processes involving the operating body;

1v) The active debris removal operation by the operating body and necessary transactions;

35. Calls upon all Member States to form an inter-governmental body aiming at worldwide participation
which will operate the implementation of space debris removal in the manner described in paragraph
34 of this resolution;

36. Requests the Committee on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and the Office for Outer Space Affairs to
provide comprehensive support in the inter-governmental body described in paragraph 35 of this
resolution;

37. Requests the inter-governmental body described in paragraph 35 of this resolution to submit regular
reports to the Secretary General to ensure transparency within the body and its operations.
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¢) Calls upon the creation of the fund 10 cover the costs

d) Agree that the Global Fund will provide a certai
es that have h ©

) Urges a ban on the development of low-technology, irresponsible rockets.
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