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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL MESSAGE TO THE GLOBAL CLASSROOMS: JAPAN MODEL
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE
November 12-13, 2017

You gather for this Model Unite Nations at a time of profound turmoil, transition and transformation.
Insecurity, inequality and intolerance are spreading. Governments are wasting vast and precious funds on deadly
weapons while reducing investments in people. Too many people in power seem to be willfully blind to the threat
of climate change. Citizens yearn for jobs and the prospect of a decent life, but all too often they get divisiveness

and delay instead.

There have been significant steps forward. Extreme poverty has been cut in half since the year 2000.
Democratic transitions are under way in Arab world, Myanmar and elsewhere. Africa’s economic growth has
become the fastest in the world. Latin America and Asia continue to make important advances. Still, we must raise
our levels of ambition. | have set out an action agenda that focuses on fi ve imperatives: sustainable development;
preventing conflicts, damage from disasters and human rights abuses; building a more secure world; supporting

countries in transitions; and empowering the world’s women and young people.

You are part of the largest generation of young people our world has ever known. Yet opportunities for
youth are falling short. Youth unemployment rates are at record levels. Many are struck in low-wage, dead-end
work, despite having college degrees. We must work together to help young people make the most of their energies,

ideas and leadership potential.

By participating in this Model United Nations, you will sharpen your negotiating skills and gain insights
into what it takes to achieve consensus and progress. Armed with these assets, you can mobilize and engage on the
major issues of our day. From raising awareness through social media to joining forces in other ways with students

from around the world, you can make your voices heard and drive political and social change.

This is an era of great uncertainty, but also one of profound opportunity. No single leader, country or
institution can do everything. But each of us, in our own way, can do something. Together, as partners, we can
meet today’s tests and seize the opportunities of an era of dramatic change. I wish you great success at this Model
UN, and | hope the experience will inspire you to support our global work for peace, justice, human rights and

sustainable development for years to come.
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Sponsors: Australia, Canada, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, France, India, Indonesia, Iran, Jordan, Malaysia,
Mauritania, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Slovakia, South
Africa, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom

Declaration on the Human Rights and Gender Equality

The General Assembly,

Recalling the ideals of the United Nations in its Charter to reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of human beings, in the equal rights of men and women and of
nations,

Recalling Article 55 of the United Nations Charter, to observe human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Recalling the equal rights and inherent human dignity of women and men and other purposes
and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and other international human rights declarations, in particular the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women and the Declaration on the Right to Development, as well as
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action,

Recalling the aims set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, whilst especially
taking into regard articles 1 and 2, stating that all humans are born free and equal, and that no person
be subject to any distinction of any kind,
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Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, especially Article 6 and 7, which
affirms that everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law and that all
are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of the law and
entitled to equal protection against any discrimination in violation of the declaration and against any
incitement to such discrimination,

Recalling the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, which was adopted by the World
Conference on Human Rights in Vienna on 25 June 1993, in which, inter alia, confirmed that
while the significance of national and regional particularities and various historical, cultural and
religious backgrounds must be borne in mind, it is the duty of States, regardless of their political,
economic and cultural systems, to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, proclaimed by the
General Assembly on 20 December 1993, in which, inter alia, called upon States should not invoke
any custom, tradition or religious consideration to avoid their obligations with respect to its
elimination of violence against women,

Emphasizing the resolution of Human Rights Council 16/3, especially the claim that traditions
shall not be invoked to justify harmful practices violating universal human rights norms and standards,

Recalling the resolution of Human Right Council 26/11,

Recalling the resolution of Human Right Council 21/3 of 9 October 2012, which reaffirms
that all cultures and civilizations in their traditions, customs, religions and beliefs share a common set
of values that belong to humankind in its entirety, and that those values have made an important
contribution to the development of human rights norms and standards,

Guided by all relevant human rights instruments including the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,

Recognizing the importance of the principle of progressive realization, stated in Part 2 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which whilst requires rights to be
recognized without discrimination of any kind and states to be subject to, they are limited by law, and
acknowledges that some rights may be difficult to achieve in practice in a short period of time,

Taking note of the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
adopted by the General Assembly on 24 October 1970, in which, inter alia, confirmed that states have
the duty to co-operate with one another, irrespective of the differences in their political, economic and
social systems, in the various spheres of international relations, and to this end, States shall cooperate
in the promotion of universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms
for all,

Alarmed by the reality in which gender equality de jure is not effectively and accurately
reflected in gender equality de facto,
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Keeping in mind that the way in which each country works towards achieving gender equality
will not simulate the exact path of others due to the fundamental differences in the respective
societies,

Keeping in mind that men and women are fundamentally different and thus require different
types of rights although its value should be considered the same,

Evaluating traditional family values,
Evaluating International Family Year and its tenth, twentieth anniversary events,

Emphasizing that gender is a value based on peculiar history, religion and culture of each
country or each region,

Taking into consideration that each Member States has different background of religions,
histories of nations, and lives in the different environment and cultures,

Noting that some national or international laws already established have not completed to
change people’s opinions for women yet,

Noting that the principle of all human beings born free and equal is not being realized at each
individual’s level with regard to gender equality,

Recognizing that promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction including sex is one of the purposes of the United Nations, that
universal respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction including sex
is to be promoted with a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which are
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal
rights and self-determination, as stipulated in the Charter, and that every State has the duty to fulfill in
good faith the obligations assumed by in accordance with the Charter, as stipulated in the Declaration
on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,

Recognizing that while human rights are universal, perceptions towards human rights and
gender equality vary with each individual, and is affected by tradition and social norms of the society
one belongs or belonged to,

Understanding ‘gender attribute’ to refer to each person’s fundamental aspects of personal
characteristics that constitute one’s gender that may be proved scientifically and eventually be
recognized as a universal aspect, not to be discriminated as it should not be for race and color,

Recognizing that when gender attribute is scientifically proved, international dialogue shall be
promoted to decide the precise definition,

Noting that one’s sex, gender, and gender attributes not being recognized by others, in
particular state actors, hampers one’s enjoyment of human rights and realizing gender equality,

Convinced that policies aimed at realizing gender equality may cause unintended
consequences, including infringing the rights of others,
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Recognizing the need to respect regional, cultural and religious values and customs
concerning gender, as they may be perceived positively by local people as aspects that lead to a life in
which human rights is realized with regard to each individual, and imposing concepts or notions
pertaining to gender equality is unacceptable, while each individual’s human rights may not be
realized if regional, cultural and religious values and customs are invoked to avoid obligations to
respect human rights,

Convinced that realizing gender equality requires effort by all actors, including but not
restricted to State actors, regional organizations, civil society, and each individual,

Noting its satisfaction with the fact that regional organizations have played active roles in
ensuring human rights,

Emphasizing its intention to continue working towards achieving and realizing gender
equality for each individual,

Recognizing the fact that although the principles of equality are written into Member States’
constitutions and national and international legislation, they are often not really enforced as social
standards undercut the law, which indicates the importance to also work on religious customs and
traditions through grassroots approaches,

Recognizing that the notion of gender is affected by stereotype and backlash towards the
international society,

Emphasizing that every Member State has an obligation to keep on working towards gender
equality,

1. Affirms that gender equality may be understood as a state in which:

a) each individual feels free from agony deriving from discrimination based on gender and
ee attributes of sex and gender and rather perceives enjoyment of human rights, which is
inherently universal,

b) each individual does not feel discontented in living based on gender and gender
attributes and feel safe from violence and discrimination,

¢) all individuals have the freedom of choice in every aspect of their lives regardless of
their gender and gender attributes;

2. Defines the ideal of gender equality as the state in which the individuals as
defined above are able to exercise their rights in the political, economic, educational, health
and social sphere;

3. Defines gender equality as the state in which every individual, regardless of
one’s gender and gender attributes, is guaranteed the same rights to freedom, security, and
equal opportunities, the same duties, as well as the recognition of the inherent dignity that
belongs to all of humanity;

4. Emphasizes the need to fully contemplate whether circumstances in reality
will follow before considering the revision of old laws or implementation of new laws, as
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revision of laws that meddle in the private sphere is not necessarily synonymous with the
protection of women, as public opinion is likely to prevail;

5. Emphasizes that a gender-sensitive approach (one that aims to understand
and take account of the societal and cultural factors involved in gender-based exclusion and
discrimination in the most diverse spheres of public and private life) must take precedence
before considering the implementation of a gender-free approach (one that does not define
people in the basis of gender; in which gender is not present, or is insignificant or irrelevant
to people’s lives and choices) in order to ensure absolute progress in regards to gender
equality;

6. Emphasizes that due to the shortage of masculine labor as a result of various
types of conflict, female empowerment has become an unavoidably crucial movement, and
that it will be even more prominent in post-conflict areas especially because this could
improve all countries economically;

7. Stresses that all should be equal before the law regardless of gender and
gender identity;

8. Also affirms that traditions, customs, religions, beliefs and other diverse
values should be taken into account in promotion and implementation of gender equality;

9. Emphasizes that, as a definition of gender equality, it is necessary for both
men and women to recognize each other as mutual partner constituting society;

10. Requests all member states to consider difference of sense to gender
equality among regions in order to make local people accepting policy easily;

11. Emphasizes that establishing law step by step is important in order not to
make the gap between law and actual situations;

12. Emphasizes that the concept of gender equality is effective not when it is
forced upon externally but when it is based upon internal change in the attitudes and views of
people;

13. Emphasizes that the convention that result in violence or worse death for
women these practices, cannot be allowed even if it reflects each traditional value;

14. Emphasizes that accomplishing gender equality benefits economic, social,
cultural and political developments of Member States.

15. Emphasizes that each individual must subjectively perceive human rights
being guaranteed, equal opportunities guaranteed in terms of economy and culture, and
gender equality being attained, in order to realize gender equality;

16. Requests States to contemplate the complexity of issues in considering
policies aimed at gender equality, so as not to cause unintended consequences, including but
not restricted to infringing the human rights of people;
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17. Recommends States to ensure that no individual is left behind in its
measures that focus on gender equality by:

a) ensuring that needs and opinions of people marginalized based on their sex, gender, or
gender attributes, especially when they belong to indigenous, refugee, migrant, or rural
communities, or when they have disabilities, are incorporated into State’s measures that
focus on gender equality,

b) ensuring that when drafting, adopting, and enforcing measures directed at a group of
people, no individual is marginalized in the group;

18. Recommends States to adopt measures aimed at achieving gender equality
with a view that both respecting culture and achieving gender equality derive from the same
concept of universal human rights, by:

a) ensuring that regional, cultural and religious values and customs related to gender are
respected, and that new values are not forcibly imposed, under the stipulation that each
individual following the custom perceives it positively,

b) ensuring that regional, cultural and religious values concerning gender equality are not
abused to justify human rights violations, as such violations hinder each individual’s
enjoyment of human rights;

19. Affirms that the principles mentioned in this Declaration is to be fulfilled by
all actors, such as State actors, regional organizations, civil society, and each individual,

20. Emphasizes that regional organizations may play a vital role in achieving
gender equality, under the condition that they reinforce universal human rights standards;

21. Affirms that nothing in the present Declaration shall affect any provision
that is more conducive to the achievement of gender equality, which may be contained in the
legislation of a State or in any international instruments in force in a State;

22. Recommends States to promote people to keep contemplating on the notion
of gender, and keep on working towards the difference of opinions;

23. Recognizes the importance of the obligation States to strive for gender
equality and prevent human rights violations based on an individual’s sex or gender,
including but not limited to;

a) Putting guaranteeing human rights must be put at a top priority, including the the right to
life, liberty and security of people regardless of their sex or gender,

b) To prevent torture, and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment conducted by the
state or by individuals based on an individual’s sex or gender,

c) Recognizing that all forms of gender are equal, regardless of race and social status,

d) Keeping working towards the ideal form of gender equality as an important obligation of
each State, including changing stereotypes towards religions, culture, and gender roles,
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e) Keeping working and discussing to overcome differences,

f) Cooperating establish international legislation and domestic legal regulations that state
the importance of gender equality,

g) Women should be empowered and motivated to assert their rights, regardless of their
level of education or socio-economic status;

24. Stresses that in the enjoyment of human rights, Governments and other
actors should promote an active and visible policy of mainstreaming a gender perspective in
all policies and programmes so that, before decisions are taken, an analysis is made of the
effects on women and men, respectively;

25. Emphasizes that grassroots approaches aiming at raising people’s awareness
towards the human-rights violations derive from social, religious and traditional customs
must be carried out by governments, with the cooperation with NGOs and NPOs;

26. Urges Member States to take into consideration in the approach to achieve
ideal state of gender equality to make it possible for people to improve the state when aiming
at gender equality.
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Japan Committee for Global Classrooms
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K [ELE s http://www.unausa.org/

United Nations Association of the United

States of America
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